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A landslide means a variety of things to different individuals. To the average citizen a landslide, like volcanic eruptions, floods
and hurricanes means some awesome and destructive force of nature that is capable of destroying life or of causing extensive
property damage. Even small slides that cause closures of highways or delays to traffic evoke much interest and often raise the
tempers of the traveling public. The geologist has an interest in landslides because they are one of the major factors in the
sculpturing of the earth's surface. The landslide provides the geologist with an opportunity to study another facet of the earth's crust
and to add to the development of the geological history of the planet on which we live. The lawyer may look at a landslide in the light
of the legal complications that may need untangling in our courts. To the Highway Engineer landslide means a problem to be
solved. The economics of the cost of correction or avoidance of the problem vs. the benefits to be gained by building a facility that is
exposed to landslide danger is only part of the problem.

The risk of loss of life or of property damage are serious factors that the Highway Engineer must consider. Although there is a
certain amount of danger in any unstable earth or rock slope, highway landslide problems are not generally connected with
protecting the lives of people from the direct danger of the moving mass. The danger to life is more apt to be by creating an
additional traffic hazard that drivers may not be warned of sufficiently. More often the major immediate concern is to maintain traffic
service and safety and to take remedial actions to keep the highway facility from suffering costly additional damage. Damage to
adjoining property is always a concern to Highway Engineers.
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